Genesis 1:1-31
Session 1: Paradise Lost
SESSION GOALS
Main Idea
God, our purposeful Creator, is the center and foundation of all that exists and deserves our worship and praise of him.
 
Head Change
To know that God, as the Creator, is the source and power animating all life.
 
Heart Change
To feel wonder at God’s creative genius, transcendent power, and eternal plan to redeem the creation he loves.
 
Life Change
To regularly acknowledge and submit to God, worshipping and obeying him more joyfully as we reflect on his majesty.

OPENING QUESTIONS
What do you know about your family history? How does knowing something about your heritage provide you with a sense of identity?

It’s good to know where we came from. It gives us a sense of belonging, character, and even expectations for who we should be. Our spiritual family gives us the same kind of identity and direction.

In this series, Dr. Charlie Dates will take us on a journey through the book of Genesis. This “book of beginnings” looks back at the creation of the world, the origin of sin, and the beginning of the family now known as the nation of Israel. Session one explores the wonders of God’s creative process of making something orderly—yet complex and beautiful—out of absolutely nothing.

READ
Genesis 1:1–31.

WATCH VIDEO
Before viewing the session, here are a few important things to look for in Charlie Dates’s teaching. As you watch, pay attention to how he answers the following questions.
 
· What does the creation of the world tell us about God’s nature?

· Why did God make man and woman in his image?

Show Session 1: Creation (15 minutes).

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Some verses in the Bible drip with theological truth. Charlie investigated the rich implications of just the first four words of Genesis, “In the beginning, God. . .” 

Read Genesis 1:1–2.

1. Charlie calls Genesis a “Him-book”—it’s all about God. In the first book of the Bible, God dominates every theme, image, person, and subject. In a mystery beyond our human capacity to understand, God was already there when “the beginning” happened. How do you try to explain God’s preexistence? In what ways does remembering his eternality encourage your faith?

2. If “the nature of God is revealed in his act of creation,” as Charlie said, what do we learn about God from verse 1 when he says, “Let there be light”?
 
3. After describing creation from the original void to the complex beauty of nature, Charlie told us, “When your life feels formless and void, when darkness is everywhere, remember that the Spirit of God has enough power to hover over you and to bring order out of the chaos of your life.” What does it look like for you to rely on God through chaotic, confusing times? How have you experienced his constant, unchanging presence?

Read Genesis 1:3–25.
 
4. Charlie said, “God has never spoken and things did not change.” In what situations have you heard God speaking to you, whether through Scripture, a friend, a series of events, or other circumstances? How did you know God was revealing something to you? How did you change?
 
Read Genesis 1:26–31.
 
 
5. What does it mean to you that you are formed, fashioned, designed by God to reflect Him to the world? In what ways do you use your gifts and abilities to exercise dominion or authority within your sphere of influence?
 
6. Why do you think God allowed sin to persist?

7. In what ways have you seen evidence of God’s mercy and forgiveness in your own life?
 
LAST WORD
God is worthy of our worship every moment of every day. Consider this week what it could look like to worship the God who created you—sing a worship song, create something new, dedicate your work to God, serve your family and friends, spend time in prayer. Worship God for who he is and what he’s done.

Charlie also emphasized that God is the central character of Genesis. When God created the first man and woman, he enjoyed being with them in the garden he had prepared for them. But of course, Eden didn’t last long. The world has been on a journey ever since, experiencing God’s plan to redeem and restore his original design. As we continue through the series, we will stop at key points along God’s pathway for humanity.

