Session 2
The Book of Leviticus
The Sacrificial System
SESSION GOALS
Main Idea: God provides a way for sinful people to live in His holy presence through substitution and sacrifice, pointing forward to Jesus as the once-for-all offering.
Head Change: To understand why the sacrificial system was central to Israel’s relationship with God and how it reveals the seriousness of sin and the cost of access.
Heart Change: To experience both the weight of sin and the relief of grace, leading to deeper surrender and wholehearted worship.
Life Change: To respond to Jesus’ finished work with humble dependence and to treat holiness, community, and reconciliation with seriousness and care.

OPENING QUESTIONS
Think about a time when restoring a relationship came at a cost, probably, an apology, a difficult conversation, making things right, or giving something up. What made it costly? How did that cost affect the way you valued the relationship afterward?

Leviticus shows us that access to God has always come at a cost. God is holy, and sin is not a small issue. Yet instead of leaving His people separated from Him, God provides a system that allows Him to dwell among them without compromising His holiness.

In today’s session, Praveen Darole helps us understand that the sacrificial system was not about appeasing an angry God, but about God graciously making room for relationship with His people, while pointing forward to a greater sacrifice still to come.

WATCH VIDEO
As you watch, write down how Praveen answers these questions:

· Why was sacrifice necessary for Israel to live near a holy God?

· What do the different offerings reveal about sin, gratitude, community, and restoration?

· How does the sacrificial system point beyond itself to Jesus?

Watch Session 2: The Sacrificial System (14.45 Minutes)

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Praveen explains that the sacrificial system was God’s gift, not a human invention. Rather than asking people to earn His presence, God provided a way for sinful people to live near Him without being consumed by His holiness. Why is it important to see the sacrificial system as grace rather than legalism? How does this reframe the way you read Leviticus?

2. The burnt offering symbolized complete surrender, an entire life offered to God as a pleasing aroma. This offering reminded Israel that access to God involved total dependence and trust. What makes surrender difficult for us today? Where do you find yourself holding back parts of your life from God?

3. The grain and peace offerings emphasized gratitude, provision, and community. Worship was not only about dealing with sin, but about celebrating God’s goodness together. How do gratitude and community shape your faith today? In what ways can worship become more than something which is individual and private?

4. The purification and reparation offerings addressed sin, responsibility, and restoration. Sin affected not only individuals but the whole community, and restoration often required both sacrifice and restitution. What does this teach us about the seriousness of sin and the importance of making things right? How does this challenge casual or individualistic views of faith?

5. Praveen points us to Jesus as the fulfilment of the sacrificial system. What was repeated again and again in Leviticus is completed once and for all in Christ. How does knowing that Jesus is the final sacrifice change how you approach God, repentance, and forgiveness?

BIBLE EXPLORATION
Read Leviticus 1:3-4 and Leviticus 1:9. 

6. What was the purpose of the burnt offering, and what was it meant to accomplish for the worshiper? The burnt offering represented total surrender and atonement, allowing a sinful person to stand rightly before a holy God. Access to God came through substitution and sacrifice. 

7. What does offering one’s whole life to God look like today? Where might God be inviting you into deeper surrender?

Read Leviticus 2:13 and Leviticus 7:11–15. 

8. What do you notice about the role of gratitude, salt, and shared meals in these offerings? These offerings remind us that worship included thanksgiving, covenant faithfulness, and community. God’s presence was meant to shape everyday life and relationships. 

9. How do gratitude and community function in your worship today? What practices help you remember God’s faithfulness in ordinary life?

Read Leviticus 4:27–31. 

10. What role does the laying on of hands play in the sin offering? What does this action symbolize about identification and substitution?

In the sacrificial system, sin was not ignored or minimized but it was transferred and dealt with through substitution. The laying on of hands symbolized identification between the worshiper and the offering, underscoring that forgiveness was not abstract but personal and costly. Access to God required a representative to stand in the place of the guilty. 

11. How does this deepen your understanding of what it means for Jesus to bear our sin? In what ways does seeing sin handled personally and deliberately challenge casual attitudes toward repentance?

Read Hebrews 10:10–14 and Hebrews 10:22.

12. What contrast do these verses draw between the sacrifices of Leviticus and the sacrifice of Jesus? What was temporary and repeated in Leviticus is completed and perfected in Christ. Jesus’ sacrifice secures lasting access to God. 

13. How does Jesus’ once-for-all sacrifice give you confidence rather than fear in approaching God? How should this shape the way you live in gratitude and obedience?

LAST WORD
Session 2 reminds us that access to God is not cheap. Sin is serious, holiness is costly, and reconciliation requires sacrifice. Yet God did not leave His people without hope. He provided a way for them to live near Him, even as that system pointed forward to something greater.

That greater hope is Jesus Christ. Where Leviticus required repeated offerings, Jesus offered Himself once for all. Through His sacrifice, we are cleansed, restored, and welcomed into God’s presence with confidence. Because of Jesus, we no longer live under the weight of endless sacrifice, but we live in gratitude for a finished work.
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