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Main Idea
When we allow God to lead us and trust in him through obedience, he allows us to play a part in his redemptive plans.

Head Change
To know that God has chosen us and we can trust him with our future.

Heart Change
To feel inspired by Abraham’s obedience as we face choices to follow God’s leading or to go in own way.
 
Life Change
To obey God’s call God’s way in God’s time, always.

OPENING QUESTION
What’s one of your favorite stories from history? Why is it your favorite?

While the book of Genesis is not a history book, it does tell the story of the origins of the world, the new world, and God’s chosen people. As the chapters progress, we progress from a wide-angle view of all people down to the renewed human race under Noah, and now to one man and his children. In this session, Charlie Dates will explain how God called Abraham into a special relationship, one that changed the course of history.

READ
Read Genesis 12:1–9; 15–17; 21–22. If you don’t have time to read the entirety, read 12:1–9; 16:1–16; 21:1–7; 22:1–19.

WATCH VIDEO
Before viewing the session, here are a few important things to look for in Charlie Dates’s teaching. As you watch, pay attention to how he answers the following questions.
 
In what way is Genesis 12 “the turning point of the entire Bible”?
 
What is the key to Abraham’s legacy?
 
Show Session 3: No Faith, No Future (13 minutes).

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Charlie called Genesis 12 “the turning point of Genesis” and also “the turning point of the entire Bible” because it is not only Abram’s story but also the introduction to God’s plan of salvation. How familiar are you with Abram/Abraham? Which event in his life do you most easily remember?  

2. Read Genesis 12:1–3. In choosing Abraham, God was initiating a unique relationship with his children—a relationship marked by faith. Charlie noted that it was not Abraham who chose God but God who chose Abraham, just as he chooses us today. Do you think you chose God or did God choose you? How does faith play into our relationship with God now?
 
3. What difference does it make to know God chose you as his child?

4. Now read verse 4. Abraham believed God and obeyed his call. What does Abraham’s response to God’s call reveal about his faith? How often do you think about faith as action?

5. Reflecting on God’s directions to Abraham to leave his family and homeland and travel to a place he’d never heard of, Charlie said, “God reserves the right to relocate us physically, geographically, relationally, and vocationally.” As Lord, God has authority over everything in our lives. And sometimes he asks us to do difficult things. When have you sensed God sending you into unusual or challenging circumstances?

6. Abraham’s informal title of “Father of the Faith” is well-earned. Abraham, as Charlie said, “was a superstar because he obeyed God, not because he sought him.” In the same way, God seeks our obedience when he calls us. What comes to mind when you think about obeying God right now? What is one step you can take to obey him?

7. Turn to Genesis 21 and read verses 1–7. By chronicling Abraham and Sarah’s saga of having a miracle baby, God shows us that he’s letting us participate in the drama of redemption. He chose them to have a child, one who would carry on the family line that would produce the world’s savior—Jesus. We may not participate in God’s plan through biological children, but we can grow, encourage, train, and commission new believers. How would you describe your part in furthering Gods’ family? What role do you play in God’s plan to redeem his people?

8. Read 16:1–16 and 21:8–21. Sometimes we don’t listen very well. Abraham and Sarah tried to have a child their way, but victimizing Hagar produced injustice and conflict that remains today. When have you tried to make something happen “creatively” but not in a godly way? How did that decision work out?

9. Read Chapter 22:1–19. God’s command for Abraham to take Isaac up to Mount Moriah and sacrifice him seems contradictory, even appalling. But Abraham saw sacrifice as worship. What was he trying to communicate to God through his obedience? How would letting his one and only son die—at his own hand—demonstrate his faith in God?

10. Hebrews 11:17–19 explains how Abraham believed God would raise Isaac from the dead and return the boy to him. He not only believed God had the power of life over death, but he also believed God would keep his word about Isaac being his chosen heir. Which parts of your life have you entrusted to God? In what ways could your beliefs about his character affect the decisions and choices you face right now?
 
11. Abraham trusted God through leaving his home, childlessness, family disputes, and much more. Putting our faith in God can sound simple, but it’s much more difficult to put into action, as Abraham did. What does trusting God with your life—your job, your family, your friends, your finances, your health—look like for you today? In what ways is it difficult?

12. What could you and your group do to encourage each other to put your faith into action?

LAST WORD
Abraham grew in his trust and allegiance toward God through the different experiences God put before him. When he failed, he backed up and tried it God’s way. When he obeyed immediately, he experienced God’s blessing. Charlie ended his teaching with an encouragement from Abraham’s life: If we lean on God and trust him, we will see that the Lord provides. He’s trustworthy and able, like none other.
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