Exodus
Session 2: Personal God
SESSION GOALS
Main Idea: Yahweh is a personal God, eager to have a relationship with us.
 
Head Change: To know that God is ever-present and always active.
 
Heart Change: To feel safe and secure in God’s unchanging love.
 
Life Change: To seek a deeper relationship with God.

OPENING QUESTIONS
How much does your best friend know about you? What makes your relationship with him or her so unique?
 
Having someone in your life who knows the real you is special. In a culture that thrives on networking and gaining more social media followers, it can be hard to find someone who knows you on a deep and personal level. In the same way, God has not only revealed himself to us but desires a deep and personal relationship with us, unlimited in quality time and intimacy.
 
In this session, Dr. Pointer will walk through Exodus 3–4 and talk about our personal and relatable God.

READ
Read Exodus 3:1–15.
 
WATCH VIDEO
Before viewing the session, here are a few important things to look for in Dr. Pointer’s teaching. As you watch, pay attention to how he answers the following questions.
 
· What name does God reveal to Moses? Why is it important?

· Where does God first get Moses’s attention?
 
Show Session 2: Personal God (10 minutes).

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
In Exodus, Moses meets God for the first time through a unique and supernatural encounter. Within a moment, Moses’s normal day turned into a life-altering experience. Read Exodus 3:1–6.
 
1. Verses 3–4 say that instead of turning away, Moses investigated the strange sight in front of him. It wasn’t until Moses decided to go look that God called out to him. God sometimes makes himself known in our everyday routine. But we may be too busy to focus on him. In what ways have you ever allowed busyness to distract you from prayer time or spending time with God?
 
2. Dr. Pointer said that seeing a bush on fire wouldn’t have been unusual. But God’s presence in the burning bush was unique. The mundane tasks of his day-to-day activity became the source point of his life forever changing. When in your schedule do you expect to meet with God? What could you do to be on the lookout for God as you go throughout your day?
 
3. Sometimes we wait around for God to move in our lives, wanting some special or unmissable sign, but Moses’s experience with God at the burning bush shows us that God’s presence is what makes a situation special. We just have to pay attention. What captivates your attention? What could you do to reduce distractions so that you can focus on God?
 
4. This is the first time Moses experienced, heard from, or met God. And the first thing he heard was his name. God was personally acquainted with Moses before he ever had a chance to choose God. Have you ever thought about whether you chose God or if he chose you? What is your reaction to the fact that God knows all about you, even if you never share the details of your life with him?
 
Read Exodus 3:7–10.
 
5. God has heard the cries of his people. He shared with Moses that he had plans to lead them into the land he promised their ancestors—a land flowing with milk and honey. Do you ever feel like your prayers are ignored or unheard? What hope could this passage give you as you wait for God’s plan?
 
Read Exodus 3:11–15.
 
6. Moses questioned whether he was good enough to serve God. He brought up a list of his insecurities—reasons he thought disqualified him from doing what God asked. Like Moses, our insecurities can hold us back from our God-given potential and even give us reason to not serve him at all. What do you feel disqualifies you from meaningful service to God? How might your insecurities be keeping you from the work he has prepared for you?
 
7. Instead of giving Moses a list of qualities that make him ideal for leading Israel, God reassured Moses of his presence. God’s presence with Moses was far more important than Moses having a powerful résumé. In the same way, God’s presence with us is far more powerful than our strengths or insecurities. Where do you turn when you are feeling insecure or fearful? What can you do to remind yourself of God’s presence during times of struggle?
 
8. God revealed himself as “I AM.” This name may seem confusing but reflects who God is—an ever-present, all-knowing God. How could the meaning behind God’s name give you comfort today?
 
9. God did not need to be introduced to Moses; he knew Moses already. God also knows us, even if we are not aware of him. He is not far away. How would you describe your current relationship with God? What could you do to deepen your relationship with him?

10. God’s name may seem unusual, but when God called himself “I AM,” he revealed his existence, self-sufficiency, and active, ever-present nature. No matter what is going on in the world, God is present and active. In what situations can it feel like God is not present? What feelings or thoughts can convince us that he is not present?

11. God’s name may seem unusual, but when God called himself “I AM,” he revealed his existence, self-sufficiency, and active, ever-present nature. No matter what is going on in the world, God is present and active. In what situations can it feel like God is not present? What feelings or thoughts can convince us that he is not present?

LAST WORD
Not only is God faithful, but he is also a personal God—present and knowable. He wants a relationship with his people and is available when we cry out to him. For Moses, that looked like his presence manifesting in a burning bush. For us, he has sent his Son and the Holy Spirit who promises to be with us at all times.
 
How has God shown himself as a personal and relatable God in your life? Reflect on what you learned about God’s presence and thank him for making himself known to you in a miraculous way.
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